
Having worked with differently-abled, LGBTQ, BIPOC, the blind and the deaf communities on three 
major productions, it has become clear that these communities have an appetite for community-
based arts experiences.  RARE Theatre is frequently contacted by young artists with physical and/
or mental disabilities, eager to participate in RARE’s next project, with the hope of having their 
voices heard and their work seen. Though there is an outcry for community-based arts experiences, 
the main obstacle in providing these programs is a lack of funding to not only pay and support the 
work but also to provide access for these individuals to attend as audience members. 

The impact of RARE’s work on our audiences has exceeded our expectations. After doing three 
shows that feature differently-abled, LGBTQ, BIPOC, deaf, blind and artists with brain injuries, we 
have found that there is a real hunger from such communites to see work that reflects such diversity. 
It is also clear that we must provide accessible and affordable tickets to these shows so that the 
communities featured on the stage are also reflected in our audiences.

Which communities are most in need of a community-based arts experience?

What was the impact of an audience’s connection with the arts?

“I saw #welcometomyunderworld last week and left in tears. Moving ending. 
Honest stories by a talented cast.”  - Mirali Almaula

“Playful, poetic, funny—also harrowing, infuriating & heart-breaking, the 
storytelling in @rare_theatre @Soulpepper #WelcomeToMyUnderworld is raw, 
candid & impossible to ignore. We need more theatre like this.”  - Cate McKim

“Went2C #JudithThompson’s #AfterTheBlackout #WOWOW Stories so layered 
I’ve been schooled Congratulations!”  - Carolyn Fe

“So excited to see this! Rare was one my the most moving and heartfelt plays 
I’ve ever seen, so I am eager to see how this play compares!”  - Jennifer 
Elizabeth

“What a wonderful show in kitchener tonight! I went to the gala tonight, kinda 
stressed out and in a bad mood but by the end of the night I was laughing and 
crying along with the cast, it was amazing and I loved the show! I really wish 
that I could have talked to the cast after the show more than I did. They are 
all such strong amazing people, if there are any ore shows in kitchener let me 
know because I’m gonna go   is there anyway I could contact the cast and 
thank them for their performance again? I would love to if I could.”  - Sarah 
Rombough

RARE THEATRE’S THREE YEAR PROGRAM EVALUATION
This evaluation is based on information gathered by audience interactions, focus groups with the participating artists, 
focus groups with patrons and community leaders. 

“This was honestly everything, to me. I needed to see this. The stories were 
expansive and diverse--the interconnectedness of everyone (including the 
audience) was poignant. This was a visceral experience...I only hope it comes 
back one day because this was the best performance/story/everything I have 
ever had the pleasure of viewing. I am still speechless. Not only that but for 
me, seeing this came with so much inspiration and such a strong desire to 
remember why --on the worst days--I have to find reasons to stay. I can’t thank 
everyone involved in this enough. This play was/is a gift. I want to thank the 
writers/performers/directors for the beautiful representation and stunning story 
work. This felt like a manifestation of worlds and lives I’ve lived feeling so 
utterly alone and incomplete, and even more that I haven’t. This was absolutely 
incredible.”  - Kaila Jane



Let me tell you a story…. we first met Andreas Prinz when 
he wowed us at auditions for our inaugural play, Rare. 
Our plan was to create a play with nine actors with Down 
syndrome. This new play would provide a platform for 
these nine actors to tell the world exactly what they 
wanted the world to know. Andreas gave a knock-out 
audition, leaving us laughing and crying, and then told us 
what it was like to be him. 

Andreas is a 45 year old  man who had been defined only 
by his Down syndrome for most of his life;  he is plagued 
by extreme bunions, throat issues, and terrible loneliness. 
The one person who appreciated his many extraordinary 
qualities was his mother. When she died five years ago 
Andreas was inconsolable.  He was desperate to be 
truly seen once again. We were thrilled to offer that 
opportunity.

In 2008, during our workshops for Rare, we found Andreas 
to be creatively on fire. “Anxiety is like a flower”, he said 
one day, and we held our breaths. Wonderful and unique 
writing began flowing out of him. From that day forward, 
Andreas embraced his identity as a creative writer.

He was a shining star in Rare, at the Toronto Fringe and 
Soulpepper in 2008-2010, and we were thrilled to see his 
self-esteem soar through the process. Standing ovations 
and fan letters did wonders for Andreas and the others. 
He also was in our show Wildfire, in which the company 
members, who all had Down syndrome, used the theatre 
to expose the horrors of so-called hospitals such as 
Huronia. After our show closed, Andreas continued 
writing, with a full-length screenplay now to his credit. 

This is just one of the individuals our work has impacted. 
Each community we touch is empowered to create their 
own art and write their own stories. Tamyka Bullen, a 
deaf individual who starred in After the Blackout, is now 
developing her own work at The Banff Centre with a hope 
of a Toronto debut in the near future. With Welcome to 
my Underworld, RARE featured the work of nine diverse 
emerging playwrights, introducing their stories to the 
Toronto theatre community. RARE also continues to be 
contacted from differently-abled and diverse individuals 
who are inspired by our work and wish to have the 
opportunity to have their work heard and seen.  

The artists who have worked with us have never been 
hired by mainstream theatre companies because of their 
differences; however, because of this Trillium grant, we 
have shown audiences that extraordinary artists do come 
from every walk of life, and they DO deserve to be seen 
and heard by all of us.

What is the impact of the community’s experience with RARE Theatre’s programs?

“It’s been such a privilege working with a theatre hero 
of mine. Judith was a pivotal force in my playwriting 
journey six years ago and has supported my work 
ever since. It is very exciting working so intimately 
with her as well as such a dynamic group of loud, 

outspoken, passionate and loving artists.” 

– Bilal Baig (Welcome to my Underworld, 2019)

“A look of awe is standard every time I tell 
someone about the vision behind the project, about 

collaborating with eight other writers, each with 
disparate, yet thematically connected stories. That’s 

the power of Judith Thompson. Working with her 
on this production has been a gift. She helped me 
develop precision in my writing and think differently 

about what is possible with theatre. ” 
– Simone Dalton (Welcome to my Underworld, 2019)

“Rare and Wildfire are incredibly important plays 
that gave people with Down syndrome and other 

developmental disabilities a voice…to be who they 
are, to say who they are in their own voice, and to 

have people listen to them. ” 
– Sarah Carney (Wildfire, 2017)
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RARE serves those who deserve to be seen and heard
We believe in employing artists whose communities have been invisible. We believe that their stories need to be heard, 
and we are dedicated to building a safe and welcoming space in order to collaborate with our artists to create the most 

potent and transformative theatre in the country.  

SINCE 2014 WE HAVE...

1. engaged and nurtured over 25 emerging playwrights 

2. hired over 40 differently-able, LGBTQ and BIPOC (Black, Indigenious, People of Colour) artists

3. paid out over $203,342.00 in artist wages (actors, designers, playwrights)

4. touched the lives of over 9000 Canadians across the country

What RARE Theatre has accomplished in only a few years.....
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Interviews with our Artists....

https://youtu.be/DawGSHfQG2Q https://youtu.be/N_TQGIvaa2s https://youtu.be/OPCwoufJYsE
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